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[Edited by Clarence W. Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Boston, Mass., for the 
territory covered by the Association of New England and the Atlantic States; Daniel 
W. Lothman, East High School, Cleveland, Ohio, for the Middle States, west to 
the Mississippi River; Walter Miller, University of Missouri, Columbia, Mo., for the 
Southern States; and by Frederick C. Eastman, the University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 
for the territory of the Association west of the Mississippi, exclusive of Louisiana and 
Texas. News from the Pacific Coast may be sent to Miss Juliann A. Roller, Franklin 
High School, Portland, Oregon. This department will present everything that is 
properly news — occurrences from month to month, meetings, changes in faculties, 
performances of various kinds, etc. All news items should be sent to the associate 
editors named above.] 

New England 

The eastern Massachusetts section of the Classical Association of New 
England held its session at Harvard University, Cambridge, on January 20, 
with the following program: Address of Welcome, George H. Browne, presi- 
dent of the section; "The Discipline of the Classics as Taught in England and 
Holland," Professor Kirsopp Lake, Harvard Divinity School; "The Discipline 
of the Classics and the Writing of English," Robert Frost, author of North 
of Boston; "Some Definitions of the Subjunctive in Greek and Latin," Benja- 
min F. Harding, Milton Academy; Brief Reports of Progress: (a) "Vocational 
Latin," Albert S. Perkins, Dorchester High School; (b) " Greek and the German 
Invasion," Henry Pennypacker, Boston Public Latin School; (c) "Latin — 
Four Years in Three," Frederick Winsor, Middlesex School, Concord; Lantern 
Talk, "Reproductions of Cretan Antiquities in the Fogg Museum," followed 
by an inspection of the reproductions in the Museum, Professor George H. 
Chase, Harvard University. 

The following officers were chosen for the coming year: President, Dr. 
Samuel V. Code, president of Wheaton College; Secretary, Clarence W. 
Gleason, Roxbury Latin School, Boston; Executive Committee: Albert S. 
Perkins, Dorchester High School; Henry Pennypacker, Boston Latin School; 
Rev. Willard Reed, Cambridge; Frederick A. Tupper, Brighton High School; 
Professor George H. Chase, Harvard University, together with the President 
and Secretary. 

The session of the western Massachusetts section of the Classical Asso- 
ciation of New England was held at Mount Holyoke College in South Hadley, 
on Saturday, November 13. The following papers were read: "The Euboean 
Hunter of Dio Chrysostom," Professor Sidney N. Deane, Smith College; 
"A Pan-Classic Exposition," Miss Adele Allen, Mount Holyoke High School; 
"Th' Hilvayshun Campaign" (an interpretation after the manner of Peter J. 
Dunne), Frank L. Duley, M.A., Northfield Seminary; "The Twin Brethren 
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among the Etruscans," Miss Margaret Coleman Waites, Mount Holyoke Col- 
lege; "Rome in Southern France" (illustrated with slides), Professor William 
L. Cowles, Amherst College. 

Connecticut 

The Connecticut section of the Classical Association of New England held 
its annual meeting at Yale University, New Haven, December n. 

The previous annual meeting had recorded its opinion that the opportunity 
for studying Greek should be given in every high school in the state, and 
requested its officers to take such steps as they could toward securing that 
result. In his letter of invitation to the meeting the chairman, Professor G. L. 
Hendrickson, stated that in accordance with these instructions some special 
place on the program would be given "to the question of maintaining and 
extending the instruction of Greek in the public high schools of the state. 
This is a question, not for Greek teachers alone, but even more for teachers of 
Latin, since in many communities at the present time the teachers of Latin 
are the only qualified representatives of the cause of Greek." 

Over fifty teachers and friends gathered in Lampson Hall to hear President 
Hadley's address of welcome. President Hadley pointed out that the tendency 
of education to make things easy, which had been pushing Greek from the 
school courses, was now facing a reaction. Hard work and accuracy are to the 
fore. What we need now to do is to make the studies inspiring as well as hard 
and accurate. In this reaction classical teachers are to take a prominent part. 

In the paper which followed on "Greek and Latin in a Country High 
School," Principal Irving W. Smith of Simsbury forecast the function of the 
classics in the future high-school course. In the conflict now waging between 
breadwinning and cultural subjects, the tendency has been toward an undemo- 
cratic division between the masses, whose school work has been growing more 
and more steadily vocational, and an intellectual aristocracy. Evidences of 
recession to a reaction from the old type of education, which minimized the 
practical, to the present methods, which have swung to the opposite extreme, 
are now apparent. We have learned that a well-rounded education should 
contain both the humanities and the utilities. The longer special preparation 
for his life's work can be postponed, the better chance the pupil has for spiritual 
development. Our danger is that we shall fail to rise above the level of our 
daily work. In the new adjustment Greek and Latin must share in the work 
of keeping us from becoming a nation of Peter Bell's. 

The discussion which followed was confined to Greek in the public high 
schools of the state. Mr. Coffin, of the Hartford High School, held that the 
teaching of Greek in the high schools is in the hands of the teachers of Latin. 
Rome spread Greek culture; the Latin teacher has this privilege. Every 
high school should have on its faculty those capable of teaching Greek. To 
be the best teacher of English one must have Greek and Latin. So Latin needs 
a Greek background. He urged all teachers of Latin to take a vital interest 



CURRENT EVENTS 305 

in the handmaid of Latin. The next speaker, Mr. Zimmerman, of the New 
Haven High, pointed out the effect on that school of making Greek optional at 
Yale. From six divisions Greek had dropped to one class which he was then 
teaching — the last Greek class, he prophesied, in the New Haven High. There 
was one sure way to promote Greek — to put it back on the Yale requirements. 
There was no other way. A few wish Greek, but so few that, overcrowded 
as their high-school building is, to give it is not practical. Professor Harring- 
ton of Wesleyan commented on similar conditions in Middletown: with 700 
pupils, no Greek. He suggested that one Greek teacher could teach in two or 
three towns. Professor Barrett of Trinity gave as one reason for the decline in 
Freshman Greek that pupils cannot get it in schools. His experience in teach- 
ing Freshman beginners shows that it is not fair to require them to "speed up" 
to the degree necessary if they do the work which must be exacted in college. 
There should be more opportunity in schools. Relief might come if pressure 
could be applied to authorities controlling the college-entrance requirements to 
give Greek a fair, proportionate rating which through the influence of the 
Carnegie Foundation it does not now receive. Dr. Bunnell told of the experi- 
ence in the Norwich Free Academy, where Greek had fallen to zero. Then a 
Greek enthusiast "got busy," with the result that the study is now fairly 
flourishing there. "All Greek needs is encouragement." The chairman 
drew the moral from the discussion that Greek can be encouraged and main- 
tained, even where it has apparently failed, by sufficiently aggressive action. 

Two papers of deep interest followed. Professor Irene Nye of the new 
Connecticut College for Women spoke on "A Suggested Point of View for the 
Teaching of Language." Treating of language as distinct from literature, she 
suggested the thrilling potentialities springing from regarding Latin as a portion 
of the bridge reaching from the simplicity of the first speakers to the present. 
Mr. Mather A. Albot of Groton in his paper on "The Teaching of Vergil" main- 
tained that the fault for the gradual disappearance of Greek and the falling off 
in Latin lay with us, the teachers. We have failed where we can succeed 
in rousing and maintaining interest. With Vergil as his theme he dwelt on 
three methods of keeping interest keen — appeal to reality, to the creative 
faculty, and to the emotions. 

This ended the morning session. The University entertained the meeting 
as its guests at luncheon in the President's reception room in Memorial Hall. 
There, after the luncheon, Professor Paul V. C. Bauer gave a most interesting, 
though necessarily brief, exhibition and explanation of the splendid Stoddard 
collection of Greek vases, of which he is the curator. The session concluded 
with the learned and entertaining paper of Professor Harrington of Wesleyan 
on "Some Literary Pleasantries in Mediaeval Latin," and with the delightful 
and intimate "Remarks" of Professor Morris, "On the Study of Style, with 
Illustrations Drawn from the Letters of Pliny." 

The committee having in charge next year's meeting consists of Professor 
LeRoy C. Barrett, Trinity; Professor Irene Nye of Connecticut College for 
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Women; Dr. Frank S. Bunnell of Norwich Free Academy, and the Secretary. 
After a vote of thanks to the University and its President, the meeting, which 
had set a high standard for future meetings, adjourned. 

The secretary feels that no apology is needed for reporting so fully a 
discussion whose vital importance is not confined to the classical teachers of 
Connecticut. He has before him a report made in 191 1 by two professors of 
the oldest university in the state to the secretary of the State Board of Educa- 
tion which says, "As Greek is no longer required for entrance to college, its 
teaching should be discontinued in public high schools, and the money and 
energy which is spent upon it should go into subjects for which there is a more 
general demand." Following this report, the course of the high school of one 
of the largest cities in the state has completely dropped Greek and added 
dressmaking and millinery. Who is to "educate the educators"? For an 
association which says that its first object shall be "to promote the interests 
of classical studies" is not some concerted aggressive action imperative ? 

The Latin students of the Sophomore class at Amherst College presented 
the Trinummus of Plautus on December 2. 

The announcement is made that the next annual meeting of the Classical 
Association of New England will be held at Brown University, Providence, 
April 7 and 8, 1916. The program will be given later. 

Illinois 

Chicago. — The Chicago Classical Club gave its fall program and luncheon 
November 13 at the Great Northern Hotel. An address on "The Teaching 
of Latin" was delivered by the president, Professor Gordon Laing of the 
University of Chicago. 

Professor Laing mentioned several instances which had come to his atten- 
tion of entertainments consisting of Latin plays, Roman banquets, and other 
representations of Roman life which should never have been given since they 
did not reproduce the Roman customs with any degree of accuracy. He did not 
object to entertainments which correctly represent Roman customs, provided 
they do not encroach upon time necessary for the essential work of the secondary 
Latin course — which is the learning of the language. For success in this 
linguistic work he insisted on more emphasis being laid on prose composition. 
He criticized the method which bases its exercises on the text read and recom- 
mended the adoption of some method that would develop more initiative and 
individuality. 

The luncheon was attended by fifty-four members. The menu and pro- 
gram were in Latin. 

Lewis Institute.— The Classical Club of Lewis Institute has been carrying 
out the plan begun last autumn of studying the masterpieces of Greek and 
Roman literature in translation. At first the club met every second Wednes- 
day afternoon, but the interest grew so that the meeting is now held every week. 
Aristophanes' Clouds was read last quarter and the topic of the Greek theater 
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was discussed in connection with it. This quarter Plato's Apology is being 
studied, and it is expected that this will be followed by Cicero's De senectute. 

In addition to the reading a study is being made of Greek sculpture. 
Some of the programs for February and March are as follows: "Evolution of 
Greek Sculpture, " with stereopticon illustrations, by Mr. Herbert F. Hancox 
of the Latin and Greek Department, the faculty representative of the club; 
"A Study of the Sculptures in the Classical Rooms of the Art Institute"; 
a stereoptican lecture on "Greek Sculpture in the Vatican Museum," by 
Mr. Walter Field of Ginn & Co., who addressed the club two years ago on 
"The Ruins of Ancient Rome." Later in the quarter Professor G. J. Laing 
of the University of Chicago will give a lecture on "Roman Religion." 

A pin has been designed for the members with the lamp of the Vestal 
Virgins, surrounded by a border, with the name of the club inscribed upon it. 
This has aroused a new interest among the non-classical students of the Institute. 

Indiana 

LaGrange. — Miss Lena M. Foote, of the LaGrange High School, writes: 
"On the evening of November 12, 1015, Professor Miller's Dido, the Phoe- 
nician Queen was presented to a crowded house, by the Vergil class and 
undergraduates of the high school of LaGrange, Indiana. The full cast 
numbered forty-five including a chorus of twenty-five which was trained by the 
supervisor of music. 

"Four weeks were required for preparation, the girls of the Senior and 
Junior classes, directed by the teacher of Latin, making all the costumes, 
including four suits of armor contrived of cardboard and silver paper. The 
helmets were made in part from the crowns of derbies which were first shel- 
lacked and then covered with aluminum paint. The boys of the Caesar class 
made the spears, bows and arrows, etc. We borrowed one shield (for Aeneas) 
from Wabash College. Freshman girls prepared hundreds of pink and white 
tissue-paper blossoms, which were fastened to branches to represent the 
crab trees of the play, and greatly enhanced the beauty of the stage-setting. 

"The costumes of the ten Carthaginian maidens who sang the 'Hymn to 
Apollo,' were of cheesecloth in the delicate tints of the dawn, pale blue, pale 
green, pink, lavender, yellow, several being of white. The gowns of the other 
women of the play were of cheesecloth or silkoline in the proper colors, while 
cotton poplin and sateen were employed for the costumes of the Carthaginian 
courtiers and principal Trojans. Sateen in royal purple, stenciled with gold 
paint, proved very effective for the robes of Juno and Dido and for the mantle 
of Aeneas. But gold paper in delicate cut-out designs made very pretty 
ornamentation for the majority of the gowns and was much less expensive than 
the gold paint. 

"I wish to acknowledge my indebtedness to Miss Winifred Doball of St. 
Johns, Michigan; Mrs. Metta Jacobs Archer of Marshall, Illinois; Miss Ethel 
E. Sabin, formerly of Hollidaysburg, Pennsylvania; and Miss Anna S. Jones 
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of Central High School, Grand Rapids, Michigan, who had previously pre- 
sented the play entire or in part and who very generously gave suggestions 
gained from their own experience. I obtained the names of these teachers 
through the pages of the Classical Journal." 

New York 

Catskill. — The Latin pupils of the Catskill High School, under the direction 
of their teacher, Miss Mabel V. Root, gave a very successful presentation of 
Dido, the Phoenician Queen on December 10. A considerable sum of money 
was realized, which will be used toward the decoration of the assembly room 
with pictures and ornaments. 

Ohio 

Columbus. — The Latin section of the Ohio State Teachers' Association met 
in Columbus during the holiday week. A most interesting program was 
rendered. Miss Ida Feiel of South High School, Columbus, was chairman of 
the meeting. At the business meeting Miss Mary Corbett of Crestline was 
elected chairman for next year. 

Professor George M. Boiling of Ohio State University presented a paper 
on "The Origin of the Greek Drama." Professor Louis E. Lord of Oberlin 
College, the secretary-treasurer of the Classical Association, gave an illustrated 
talk on "Roman Remains in Roumania." Miss Bessie Taylor of Sandusky 
proved beyond a doubt that Latin prose composition is worth while, and Mrs. 
Clara Milligan of North High, Columbus, showed that Caesar's Gallic Wars 
may be made intensely interesting and alive by the use of lantern slides to illus- 
trate the country in which these wars were fought. The question whether we 
shall spend a part of the school time in the supervision of study was discussed 
under the leadership of Miss Katherine Bancroft of Cleveland. 

Toledo. — Members of the Caesar class in the Waite High School have 
added to the interest of their Latin course by constructing various objects which 
render the Gallic Wars more intelligible; for example, a vinea, turris ambulatoria, 
ballista, and many other similar objects. This same class had a picnic in which 
the details of a Roman dinner were carried out. The feast was preceded by 
favorite games of the Romans, such as foot-races, discus-throwing, archery 
contest, and the like. 

A magnetic signboard is a highly prized addition to the equipment of the 
Latin Department of the Scott High School. This signboard enables the 
teacher to present in a very vivid way classic quotations and phrases used by 
Latin authors. 

A Roman banquet was recently enjoyed in the refectory by two hundred 
pupils, all clad in toga and tunic. Between courses pantomimes were given: 
Niobe and Her Daughter, Augustus and the Veteran, Pandora's Box. 

The Senior class of forty members has organized itself into a S.P.Q.R. 
Society, with an occasional program taking the place of the regular recitation. 
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At the January meeting a double bill was presented, "The Roman Calendar" 
and "The Poet Catullus," an author studied recently in the weekly Roman 
literature lesson. In addition to the reading of essays, many of the poet's 
exquisite lyrics were recited by the students. An echo of Cicero concluded 
the program, some Junior boys presenting the two views of the constitutionality 
of Cicero's action in putting to death the Catilinian conspirators. 

Pennsylvania 

The one hundred and twenty-second meeting of the Classical Club of 
Philadelphia was held on Thursday evening, December 16. Out of an active 
membership of 91, 42 were present. 

The paper of the evening was given by Professor William N. Bates of the 
University of Pennsylvania, an account of Nicholas Biddle's "Journey in 
Greece in 1806," taken from the MS journal of this famous old Philadelphian. 
This journal, still in possession of the Biddle family, is a most interesting 
document, both from the value of the information it contains and from its 
quaint style. 

Utah 

The Utah Educational Association met at Salt Lake City, December 20-23 ; 
in the classical section, the following program was offered: "Latin a Practical 
Subject," A. R. Anderson, University of Utah; Discussion, Miss Millicent 
Lyons, Granite High School; "Model Recitation in Junior High School Latin," 
Miss Cora D. Patterson, East Junior High School, Salt Lake City; "Latin 
Dialogues by Pupils of the Eighth Grade," Miss Adelaide Hart, Wasatch 
School, Salt Lake City. The meeting was well attended, and was said by many 
to be the best of the entire convention. The pupils of the two "junior highs," 
with no attempt at show work, gave a most interesting and creditable exhibition. 
The dialogues were from the school textbooks and had been prepared as ordi- 
nary classroom work. 

Washington, D.C. 

The twenty-first annual meeting of the American Historical Society met 
at Washington, D.C, December 27-31. The division of ancient history met 
December 20 with Professor Ephraim Emerton as chairman. The topic for 
discussion was "Economic Causes of International Rivalries and Wars in 
Ancient Times." Papers were presented by Professor W. S. Ferguson of Har- 
vard and Professor G. W. Botsford of Columbia. Discussion was led by Pro- 
fessors Breasted of Chicago, Tenney Frank of Bryn Mawr, A. E. R. Boak 
of Michigan, and R. V. D. Magoffin of Johns Hopkins. 



